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Group hikes across
the 131-km park
for 18 winter days

By BRENDAN WEDLEY
Examinear Stall Writes

DOURD — For 18 days and 131
kilomelres, exposed 1o the wilder
ness and winter weather, n team of
six men and a teenaper trekked
nerpes Algonguin Provineial Pork to
raise awarenese for a chanty before
retorning 1o Peterbomugh vesterday.

The msdventure was designed 1o
attract attention to SOS Children's
Villagos nn miernational charity
for orplined and abandoned chaldren,

A group of four Helgian men siart-
ed plunning the wildernoss trip a
vear ago and commissioned the help
ol Dowro resident, and Algonguan
park warden, BEoy Porcitl

Yesicrday, the team was scurry-
ing around Perntt’s home as they
pocked thoir gear in proparation
tor a flight back to Belgium today.

The team looked like they had
been away from civilization for
three weeks, The stench of camping
nung in the alr

A sense of accomplishment

palpable
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“If two children have a botter
luture because of what wo did, I'm
aiready happy,” Bert Poffé said.

505 Children's Villages gives
children whe have lost their par
enis or are no longor able to Hye
with them & permonent home and
= ,fl.-l-. environment. The charity
builds villages and tinmily nolworks
tor children who don't h,,np“ Lrents

It operates in more than 130
countrice,

Pol¥é, who is from Leuvon, Bel-
gLam, sand he became involved wath
the charity last yvear following the
Hoxing Day taunami in southoast
Asin, When the Nindrising offort
wis linished after n couple months,
i gaid he wanted to do something
else 1o ]Il":ll

[ adivgs Tor Ll
lrip was formed.

ith fellow Belgpians Ludo Fran-
colg, Ihrk Michiels and Wilfried
Van Gompel, Pollé raisod publie
awarencss of their trip and cause.

Tn November, the tenm apent a
might i a walk-in freezer at -28 C.
IL was a media frenzy Lhat forused
on the charity, Polfé said

ltl wag aiso good training for the
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Clockwiso Irom left, Bobby Perritt, 14, Ludo Francols, Wiltried Van Gompe!, Roy Perritt, Dirk Michlels and Bert Polle displsy
a map showing whare they trekked scross Algonquin Provincial Park to ralso awaroness for SOS Children's Villnges on
internalional charity for orphaned and abandonad children.

The coldest night on the adven
lure was -92 U, aaid Perrilt, who
hag been a wilderness guide for 14
years

iMoet of the trip was plagucd by
mild wintor weather, Perritt 2aid.

“The warm weather made it more
difficult.” he said, "There was a
conatant danger of thin wee.”

Perritt, pointing o u map in his
home on Ihiviston Road off of
Parkhill Road ecast of the cily,
showed the route the team travelled.

They made their way, from cast
to west, until about the cenbre of
the park. Then they turned south.

Thoe original plan wasg to oxil at
the enst edge of the park, Perritt
said, but the warm weather made
it difficult to pull the sleds with the
equipment, and the team didn'
think they could sccomplish the
feant within their gt G o e,

SOS charity

Wh-n‘: S0OE Children's Villages Inlema-
s tiH|

Founded: In 1949 by Austrian Her-

mann Gmaingr to hougo war ormphans
and homealess childean,

Where: [hare are 503 Children's
lages in 132 countries

More info: Visit www sos-chikimnsvll-
inges.org

Peaple could follow the Lrip
through its conception on a websileo
(www.winbercrossing. com)
iromoted SOS Children’s Villogos

he website also allows people to
donate Lo the L‘.h:LrJI_y' onlipe
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“"We aie quite happy with people
Ii‘l"l.l“"nh ligs ::1.1:1"}-." Fuﬂ'{. Mu.:t_
The Canadian and Belgian SOS8

Children’s  Villages organizations

thal

have amid Lhey're recelvi lal. ol
Allention bocause ol Lhe trap, ofls
Jduerl

“li's bocoming bigper nnd hgge:
than ever in Canada,” ho said

There is ane SOS Children's Vil
lage in Canada, Three homes, for
16 children, were bulll In Surrey
BOC in 2000 an & B MMH-sqgquane
metre property

Pervitt brought his 14-year-old

aon, Bobby, and anpthor park wie
den along lor the adventure to suj
port the charity.

Babby promoted the charity as
Thomase A Stews !":s-l,“l."ﬁlld'lll":".
School and his "principal "miade i
poeaible for hom to Lake exXams
early, Perritl aaid,

“Ite a gmu] L'!ﬁhlil'l.plt!‘ far otlies
young people,” Polfé said.
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